The Aunſwer of as generall Eſtates of 


the vnited Provinces of the Low Countries, to 


the Letter of the Archduke of 
Auſtria. - 

PE generall Eſtates of the vnited Low Countries, in the 
aſſembly of their people, haue opened and redd the Letter 
of the molt excellent Pzince Erneſtus, Archduke of Au- 
ſtria, Duke of Burgundie. &c. cloſed and ſealed with the 
Seale of his Higbnes, dated in Bruſſels, the ſire day of this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Month of May: receiued the twelfth of the ſame Poneth, 
by the hands of Paiſter Otto Hartius, aud Ieronimus Coomans, 
learned in the Lawes: at whoſe inũnuation, doone the next day 
| after, to ſay the xiij. dax: haue the 16. day of the ſaid Poneth,in 
the alembly of their afozeſaid people, delinered vp in wzyting, 
as appeareth by the clauſes in the afozeſaid Letter inſerted. And 
after due examination of the afoze-ſaide wziting and Letter, { fo 
the end they might open to his Yighnes their good intent e mea⸗ 
ning,) bane declared, and by theſe pꝛeſents do declare, that ſince 
the tune that their people (fo vꝛgent occaſions and very neceſli- 
tie,) were conſtrained to put themſelnes in Armoz,foz the behofe 
of the freedome of the Low Countries, with the pꝛiuiledges and 
{uriſdiction of the ſame in generall,and of the Pꝛouinces, people, 
Cifties,and Jndwellers of the ſame in particuler ; and foz repul- 
ſing of the Spaniſh tyzannie , and lozdly gouernment, oner the 
conſciences, bodies and goods, of the Inhabitants of the ſayde 
Low Countries, their wines and childzen: their meaning and in- 
tent alwaies was, e vet is, ta maintaine the ſame (with the belpe 

of GDD) againſt the Spanyards and their adherents. 

With thys ſtedlaſt hope, that almightie God th2zough his 
gracious goodneſſe and bleſſing , ſhall further the ſame their 
vpꝛigbt meaning and good intent, which the longer, the moze 
is not onely found to be foz their owne Lo- Countries, but alſo 
toucheth the eſtate of all their neighbours, Kings, Pꝛintes, and 
Common-wealths.Like as their people haue found alſo (thzough 
the power of Gods mighty hand, ) that hee hath not onely bleſſed 
their meanes and pꝛetentes, but alſo hath mooned the harts of | 
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tenance of their afozeſaidneedefuland bp2ight intents. Where 
of their people do attribute the pꝛaiſe only to God, truſting in the 
bnalterable power of his godly Maie trie, expeding at bis bands 
and goodnes a laudable iſſue and ende of heauie warres: hauing 
fare confidence that their people of the Low Countries in general. 
hall be vaited,and bought into their olde eſtate and my ae 
The which they moze earneſtly doedefire,in that they haue well 
p2oued and tryed, and beſides that, do yet very well remember 
the commodities, quietnes, and pleaſantnes of peace, reſt, and v- 
nitie: but alſo contrariwiſe, haue found and felt the incommodi- 
ties,diſquietnes,and vnfruitfulnes of warres. But like as his 
Pighnes declareth in the ſaid letter, and pꝛofeſſeth his good will 
and afection,and thanketh al thoſe,that are vp2zightly affectioned 
to the vaity and pꝛoſperity of the Lowe Countries: fo haue they 
and their people alſo great cauſe fo complaine befoze God and all 
the woꝛlde, ouer them, which yet vnder the pzetence of peace, doo 
ſeeke and pꝛadiſe the ſpilling of innocent blod of Chziſtians,and 
to further the ruine and vtter decay of the Low Countries, wher- 
vato the Spaniſh counſel (who now in all reſpects do finde them- 
ſelues ſoze offended with theſe Countries) will wozke moze ex⸗ 
treamely then befoze : vſing thereto ſuch hozrible ſhamefull, and 
bnlawfull pzoceedings, as þeeretofoze hath not beene heard oz 
thought on. 

And mach moꝛe is the vtter ruine and decay of theſe Coun⸗ 
fries to be looked fo2,in this reſpect that it is well knowne toall 
the wozld,iato what extremity they are come, and how their cas 
ſes do ſtand. Namely the deſtruction of innocent blood by the 
Vangmans hand, of many thouſand innocent and guiltleſſe peo⸗ 
ple, aſwell men as weomen of all qualities, amongſt which haue 
beene ſome of the pꝛincipalleſt Lo2ds of the land. Lhe violation 
of the pzincipalleſt freedomes, puniledges.aud iuriſdidions of the 
Lowe Countnes, and Citties, aſwell in generall as perticuler, 
many murthers, burnings, violation, erations,concuſſions, and 
o:her eno:mities andexecrable deedes, after very many remon⸗ 
ſcrations, ſupplications, with ſending of certaine of the Neither- 
laadiſh Loꝛds into Spame. as namely among others the Mar⸗ 
qu a of Bergen. and the Lozd of Monrengny,who there were ill 
deait witha ll, aud vied againſt the law of Nations, ey 


And the firſt entreatement of peace 
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Alo the interteſſlon of great Potfentates;pone in vaine, to the 
end that the Lowe Countries, the people, Citties and good Inha⸗ 
bitants themſe lues, might be ſuffered to inioy their laudable free⸗ 
domes pꝛiuiledges and juriſdictions; and the tyzanny of the Spas 
niſh nation and their adhearents over their conſciences, bodies 
and goods, might be caſt of; which bath bzought their people to 
theſe afozeſaid extreamities. And therefoze it may pleaſe bis 
Vighnes to vnderſtand that the States befoze named, haue with 
good inſight and pondering, pꝛoterded, as they doo nowe ſhewe 
themſelues, towards the welfare of theſe Countries and inhabi- 

tants thereof,like as in tunes paſt, and in libs caſes is alreadie 


paſſed, 
' © And that their people canont beleene, much lee be aCured 
any waies,of any alteration of the Spaniſh humozs, which bere- 
tofoze haue beene moze apparant, and part of them pꝛomiſed, 
with great loſſe and damage to theſe Countries. Foz in the be- 
ginning of theſe warres, the out-rage of the Spaniardes was 
— that all were put to death, which came into cheir 
power. 
And to vſe ſuch like la m. fp; ſo laudable a matter, as the conler 
nation of their natiue Countre v, againſt foraine 
with their counſel oz deedes, that not only their plaine Countris: 
were waſted : but alſo wany pꝛincipall Citties with 
robbing burning. and other hozrible, crecrable and — 
dealing, euen whilſt (ach motters were intreated of, and let the 
people of theſe Countries be aſſured, that no other thing is to bee 
lookedfo2 at the Spaniards hands, which in the end wil nat turne 
4 vtter ſhame, ruine , and ouer-thzowe of thele Anhabi⸗ 
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26410 alter in apparance: hut in ſuch ſo2t ple 
markedthatit woulo fall ant bach hib hem in come. with-avi 
lozce: and zs dupe day manp parkens 3nd confurengeA 
began in Annoa 5 7 4:which 
the Estates of Holland _— (vſingtheir olde haneſt and 
manner were mooyed to eden their gel by 
wꝛitings remonſtrations and others. E he fruit and of this 


intreatꝑ, was perfectly perceiued T ſeene in Brabant, by the firſt 
oner- 
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ouer-failofthe Citty of Antwerpe, named Spaniards in 

their Biſkozies, Fuere Villacos : and in Horde and Zeland, 
with their ſtrong and ſeconde beſteging of the Citty of Leiden, 


notwithſtanding thzough the grace of God, the truſtines 
of her Confederates, and their owne goodnes : were pzeſerued 
from the power of the enemie. Bea, with ſuch an errraozdinarie 
ferro; to the Spanyards which lay befoze the Citty, were by the 
mightie hand of God ſo daunted in their courages, that they ran 
confuſedly out of Holland, and ſhoztly after did meane to oner- 
thzowe the goodly Cittie of Veriche , as they and others of the 
Spaniſh nation, hav done the ſame yeere, inthe fozmer Citty of 

erpe 

This firſt deceitfull entrety of peace, comming to this effect 
and ended, the ſecond was taken in hande, at the interceſſion of 
the molt high and mighty Emperour Maximilian, his Yighnes 
Father, in Anno, 157 5. within the Citty o Breda. Yowe lit⸗ 
tle the ſame entreatie was meant on the Spaniardes ſide , to- 
wards the welfare and p3oſperity of the Low Countries, the cleere 
teſtimonies do bzing with them: and the fruites thereof was no 
thing, but moze pꝛeparation of warres then befoze. So 
 thartho!tly after, there followed the ouer-fall of the Citties 4 

Bueren, Leerdam, Oudewater , Schoonhouen, | 
the veſteging of the Citty of Sirilzea: whereby hath war ben 
what the Spaniards and their adherents, haue done, with they; 
robbing, murthering, and other hozrible deedes. Yea, the ouer- 
tall of Citties, bn their partes, haue beene in ſuch haynous man⸗ 
ner, that no man could longer ſuffer 02 abide the ſame, but haue 
pꝛoclaimed them enimies of the Low Countries. 

Wherevpon followed the vnion and confederacy at Gaunt, 
wrt xr Anno, 1 5 7 6. betwixt the Netherlandiſh Pꝛo⸗ 
and fo2 the conſeruation of the welfare of the ſame; they; 
and Lawes: is well knowne to every one, howe vn- 
truly the ſame vnion and confederacie was accepted on the Spa- 
nich five, and what deceit and enmitie was mingled amongit it. 
Lhe Letters of Eſtoued, the violation vſev by Don loho, the ex- 
N from the Spaniſh Counſell, bzought oner by 

nok Selles, and publiſhed in Meckin, the ſenerall dea- 
lings at Louen, the ſending of ſuudzy Embaſſadozs of divers Po- 
teutates, 


- 
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tentates: haue ginen ſafficient teſtimony thereof,in Anno 1577. 
and 1588. How deceitful,ſhameful, hurtful and greeuous, the iſſue 
of the entreaty of peace was, begun at Cullen with ſuch great ſo⸗ 
lemnitp, is well knowne to euerie one. Alſo that daring the ſame, 
not onely the Pꝛouintes of Haynaule and Arthois, with ſundzit 
other pꝛincipall Citties, were ſeduced to this parficuler tracati- 
on: but alſo all outward ſoꝛce vſed towards the Citty of Mai- 
ſtricht. And many pꝛiuie and naughty pzactiſes put in vſein oy 
ther Pzouinces,and amongſt the people of the ſame, to moue the 
ſame to follerations, to their vtter ruine and vndoing. 

With what pzactiſe afterwards, were the Citties of Flaun-s 
ders bꝛought fo tractation, and what bzane pzohemes were there 
done, and what excellent end it had, is manifeſted by the aces 
thereof, To what intent was the intreaty of peace in Anno 1587, 
and 1588. That deceit and fozce lay hid vnderneath the ſame : 
the Spaniſh Armada (come ouer during the ſame intreaty and o- 
nercome by Gods mighty hand) hath made manileſt. To what 
intent afterwards in Anno 1591. was the Emperoꝛs Paieſtie 
occaſioned anew, to take the affaires of the Low-Countries into 
bis bands, the Leaguers doe teſtiſie, which from time to time, 
are (ent out of the Lowe-Countries againſt the French King. 
Whereby it is made moze manifeft , that the @paniards will 
and meaning is, with their adberents, to be alwaies in wars and 
Armoz,vſing the pzetextof furthering of Romith religion. But to 
ſpeake the trueth, foz their pꝛetended generall domination 4 ty- 
ranny, which they would eftabliſh oner all Ch2iſtendome : and to 
rob and ſpoile all Kings, Pzinces, Landes t Common-wealths, 
of their due rights and pzerogatiues, Like as o late was p2ac- 
tiſed againſt the Nucene of England, by ſending ouer that pzoude 
and mighty Armada, in Anno 1588. And the tryumph befoze the 
victozy; openiyſungand put fozth in pꝛint, is manifeſted. And 
likewiſe the wars andbuſines in Fraunce ſince the ſame ycere, 
namely in the beginning of the nert peere after,about the tranſlas 
tion of the Crowne of Fraunce. not onely the King now pꝛeſent, 
and all the Pꝛinces of the bloode, but generally allFrench-men, 
areſocntreated of the Spaniatvs/ (vnter the name of Infante,) 
vetauſe of the Spaniſh Counſtil and ſuffrence, by ſhe Duke of 
Ferris, and other Spanilh Pinifters, neither is there any _ 
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butby the Parliament of Paris, and others reuolted from the 
Reagve, byarreft of other inſtifications put foozthin paint, is 
made manifeſt, 

And as good regard is to be taken, to the complot made in 
Sconand, in Anno g 92. with many of the pzincipall Loꝛdes 
there That twentie thoufand Spaniſh ſouldiers ſhold haue been 
ſent and reteiued into Scotland, which in the yeare paſt, is won⸗ 
der full come to light (to which ſome were puniſhed with death.) 
And it is not to be beleeued,y the ſame was builded vpon any o⸗ 
ther foundation, oz otherwiſe dealt withall, then pzaciſed with the 

nicks ol Collen and Strasburg, the Dukebomes of Gu- 
lick;Cleucand Berg, and the {mperiall Citty of Aichen. which not 
onelp diuerte + ſundzy intercepted letters, but alſo the deedes thẽ⸗ 
ſelues do manifeſtlie declare. Finally, what agreement was 
there pꝛetended with the greate lt Pꝛinces of Italie? howe were 
they buſter in ſecking to dying Holland, and Zealand vnder them? 
(wherewith all the vnited Pꝛouintes were alſo meant.) To 
the ende that therein they might make their Sedem belli, faſt and 
fare againſt all Chziſtendome. Pea, in ſuch ſozt, that men would 
rather the Turkethouldbe let in, anda great part of Chiſten- 
dome: thenthcfe warres;+4 men of warres, pꝛepared &-deftenied: 
fo — af the Low Countries, ard the people thereof. 

And to ſumne bp the matfer,how the Tmperours 
and the Pꝛintes of Germany haue been dealt withall (only to the 
furthering of the ſaid ſpaniſh gonernment,) appeareth euidentlie 
the letters ſigned by the the King of Spaine , whereofa trans 
is hcereby inſerted (the oziginall ſct apart) which letters 
do mention alſo, the points pzopounded by his Bighnes: to wit, 
that the meaning of the Spanish coũſell is not(th;zough his Vigb⸗ 
nes)foz any good meaning of Chziſtendome : —— bzing 
the Lowe Countries,to reſt and that it appeareth, 
that the Carle ot Fuentes, Don William 48 — and 
Stephen di Narro, (al thzee ſpaniards) are fo2 his pꝛin⸗ 
cipall Counſellers foz matters touching the Countries, that 
the ſame ſtrangers ſhould rule —— Lo2des of 
are to be truſted, the Low Countries to be ruled, and 
the vnited P2oninces to be bought vader fubiection. The Eo 
6 that 
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Phiſition to the Queenes Maieſtie af England long momiſed fifs 
tie thouſand Crounes to poyſon ber Maieſtie. And tpat thc ſame 
ado; Lope 2, Emanuęll Lewes Tinaco, and Stephen; Ferrera de 
Saus (all companiongof the afozeſaid murtheriſhfrate) wers ta 
hen in England e iudged to death. That the madiſe and 
pzocurement of the ſaid Fuentes and di Narra: Emanue ſi Andraga 
icke on him to poyſon þ French King with a Noſegay of flowers 
oz Holes, ſo tempzed with pouper, that the very (nel therof ſhould 
poiſen him to death. We omit the mattter (and what thereby 
will tal out) of Michael Remichon, (otherwiſe. naming bimſelie 
T riuiere)a Pꝛieſt of Namour, h was (ent tg s agoe fr 
Bruſſels in the apparel of a ſouldier,into the 20s 
uiaces. Who hath confeſſed, that he and cettaine other waxthe- 
een were, fent;fooath to mur⸗ 
ther th Pzince,Mozrice bone Paine ol Orrenge, 
and Cacleof word 0 


peares old,) and lying, in the fiir 
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all right,freedome an pꝛiuiledges of 

and all blames — was vioientlie carried 

ontof n.looking dailie to be murthered. Aike as the ſaid 

ane n Pzince 

enge his Bighnes father. which his Vighncs,and 

enery one without any gainſaying, may well 2 by 
ont ,andby what meanes, the good 


of the 

Low ies haue beene.decetued,and howe little the Eſtates 
baue fozgotten the lame. Being occaſioned to.ſay as much no we 
of this afozeſaid entreaty of peace pf the S aniards, and to iudge 
with like affection thereof, as of theſe matters rehearſed. Yea, 


rr ſhamefull matters do come to light againſt 
a ene rr as ne⸗ 
line was that the humoꝛg af the Spaniſh 


altered, to any goodnes towards theſe Countries, 
is there any appearance that the ſame ſhould be ſurthe- 
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D chat then Counties whirentitsthiy pꝛetend ich right 
Motid better dealt Wh] then W 9 — 
England, and Stotland, whoſe fubitas are in line authoꝛity and 
like digmtie. Foz which tauſes, the fozclaide Eſtates, in reſpect 
of their dutie and oathyare bound and foꝛted to take better keede 
and n of the afoe ad Cotiiiſell, Eſpe⸗ 

er Pꝛouincts, fo2 ſuch hoꝛrible p2erenbed murther 

ofthe King of Fraunce; and QAueene of England, with the tips: 
parence of warres ſince his Þighnes comming into the Lowe-/ 
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Dnourable,Noble,W lee. Theinwary natural 

lone and afegion; which we beare to the ret, and welfare 
of the Lowe Countries, and the miſtking which we haue 
2 — — — 
tau m 
ment theredt with ſledlaſt hope that almightie God would gine 
vs his grace, that we might releaſe you fro theſe heauy and ciuill 
warres, which now haue laſtad fo long. to the great grieſe, oppneſ⸗ 
ſtan, and hindera nee of and; of. all Chiſten⸗ 
dame. Fos af men m what. effate and pꝛaſperitie 
they wers in times were inpeace and vnitie, vn⸗ 
—— —ͤ— Burgyndy aud Auſtria, and the 
good rules and 02ders kept the ſame time, in points of iuſtice, pol⸗ 
— ̃ —— 

e | and 
Countries. 

. was ſoaboyndant thetz,by meanes 
of the dealings, aliences,confederacies.nanigation,and Traffick, 
which they havito-Poxiogall,Spaine-and India i ui are ſore- that 
there is no man or vnderſſanding bat is not 
hart, ſoꝛ ſo great and gitu mu alteration ofthe ſaid Countries, in 
the time of bxe and twentie/peares on vywadrs with the mani⸗ 
fold appꝛeſl ions exadions and grenantes, which the pooze coms 
mon peopie in that time baue ſutfe red. and in ſundev places ther⸗ 
Sf; vet pzeſently is ſuſtered Ind that an aſs that with the 
— en rand tollet aue megnes miant he w2onght, to 


untries, into their ſoꝛmex eſtates canunon tran⸗ 
quillity, dus obedience aud agreement. Whergvnto. 


iſo wee 
imploy all our thoughts, and with the ſame +05. opp 
let her, las ina the n , of the Emperonrs 
— nr wy tand Sthers our 


Baether Countrie, and the go⸗ 
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12 
unto vs, with departing from other things, not niꝛdful beere to be 


repeated: to the end we might und you ready ts come to our god 
meaning and intent. And although we doubt not, but that all the 
ſame is well knowne fo pbur people, as wel! by common repoꝛt 
as otherwiſe, and by them accepted , as wee hartily deſire the 
ſafety, reſt and welfare of vou, and thole'which come after yon: 
pet nokwithtanding, wee haue thought it neceſſary and conue- 
nient, to let pour people knowe + vnderſtand the ſame by theſe 


pʒeſents: as well to abandon all ſuſpition. as tothe moze neerer 


renenting! ol our foptſat gdodnes and vpꝛight inclination toy 
wardes you; and thoſe which might looke fog the ſame at our 
hands, Fozaſmuch then, as the matter toucheh vou ſo ncer: you, 
your people,andthoſe which are vnder you, ſhould ſet befoze your 
eyes, the luck, fo;fime-and/ welfare, which thereby might come 
and redound to your | d /pittifully oppzeſſed and 
ſpoyled though theſe long laſking warres. And ſo far fozth as the 
good luck which you had this laſt yeare (as matters of warre bee 
fickle and inconſtant)Gould make any to foꝛget the fozeſaid euils 
and tail out. and thereby ſerme to alfore themſeſucs' ten fold. 
without ccepting of this good occaſion: ſhall it not then bee 
needefull on examples and things paſſed, which teacheth 
that in Mont time ſuch great alteration may happen: that often- 
times that is ſodne1oſt, which thoztly- befoze hath berne gotten 
with greatelabour,honvarandrepotation.” Wherefoze we do 
pay tneſtly,that you will altogetber take 
good tounſell therein;veepely we ighing and poridzing all things, 
and vou your ſelues offer vs ſuch laudable and honeft conditions 
of peate, that by meanes thereof it may be perteiued, tde ſooner 
the dettor, tat you ve lot uch us feoke to lengthen 02 pꝛolong the 
warres, which beingeth ſo mau kindes of oppzeſtons to'the 
Communaſfy,as'is well knowne to all men: but that thercby 
tye ſame might be bought to ſome perfect ende, ſure reſt and qui 
beine. 12123200 i 29} 737.7 Sig £40 9.39971 0009 JB YO 
Ant roz our parks, WeW\Hews von with oat vedves;chutnodo- 
teit 67 craft is hid thetvingndt leck ing an tying els, thr {reed 
ſedfalt peace : whit. und all that we de, is wit good talnels, 
and ſimyplicies,76 we tur thering ofthe — 
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13 
in it yon ſhew your good will: Then ſhall you ſhewe what you 
eſteeme and thinke of vs, and deſire to be in time of neede, as is 
beſt knowne to pou pour (claes. . Like as the b2ingers hereot 
Maiſter Otto Hartius and leronimus Coomans learned in the 
lawes, all declare, being thereto appointed by vs, 'with'p2offe - 
ring ot our good will towards yon, Pꝛaping almightie God. xc. 
From Bruſſels the fift of Pay; Anno, 1 5 9 4. Underneath ſtood, 
Pours to commaund Erneſtus. 1 

The ſ(aperſ was, 
¶ Tothe Honorable, the Eſtates of Gelderland, Holand, Zealand, 
Freeſland, Utricht, Ouer-{ſell,and others, aſſembled at Earles Hagh 
in Holand. 


¶ The propoſition done by Otto Hartins, and Jeronimus Coomans, 
learned in the Lawes : to the Lords the generall Eſtates of 
the vnited Nether-landiſh Prownces, 


© wee lately had gotten Paſpozt of the Lo2des of þ Coun- 
ſell of the Eſtates, that wee might come into. theſe. vnited 

* Pzouinces, foz the diſpatching of our buſines andparticu- 
ler matter, (fo which we yeeld the ſaid'Lozdes freendlie 
thanks, and thoſe which put to their helping hands foz furthering 
of the ſame,) with offering the like to be done, 4 to be ſozrowed 
foz on our ſide, fo thoſe which ſhall net de to gor from heace : and 
the ſame beeing bꝛought to the knowledge of. his Bighnes , the 
Arch-dake of Auſtria Erneſtus; he hath thought good to ſend vs, 
that we ſhoulde in his name ſalute pou, p;offering you all good: 
and to declare vnto vou, þ the pꝛintipall cauſe which moued him 
to ſend vs into theſe Countries, was the ſinguler lone t affection 
which he hath alwaics bozne to the welfare'and quietnes of the 
fame, 'And that he hopeth, that God of his grace will ſende ſuch 
meanes, that thzough him, the ſame may be vnited againe in god 
peace and tranquility, as it was befoze the beginning of theſe 
ciuill.troables: towards the whith,andto.vnderſtande-hys good 
will and meaning the better, het thath charged and tommaunded 
vs, to recite vnto your Wozthips, the Letters which we deline- 
red the tweiltx dap of this re Yeping Þ _—_ 
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wall tbereby cleerely perceaye his will and men ning is; 
to a ure peate and long during vnitie in theſe Countries, 
— the indweilers thereof may be pacified,to their contents 

"i »Aud-althongh the tune in the peare belt, payoned. to boe 
in vaine, and alſa when any entreatꝝ ot peace oa actozd is agreed 


vpon, ſtraightwayes though miſconſtruing therot᷑: they fall into 


new enmity and warres,(thzough whoſe occaſion and dooing, is 
not at this time to be ript vp: and Gon graunt it be not hereafter 
neither.) Mo that if your Wozſhips ſhould beconceiued with any 
miſtruſt of ſuſpicion,oz mooued with any miſltking, to deny ſuch 
reaſonable conference, eſpecially, becauſe that lately matters 
haue fallen out, accoꝛding to the will and pleaſure of your Wozs 
ſhippes vet doth his Pighnes hope, that the ſame ſhall not reſt oz 
depend bpon any-tempozall and alterable--p;oſperitie, whereby 
this pzeſent occaſion ſhould ceaſe, oz come to none effect. Foz 
which all honeſt people, and louers of the whole Lands, peace 
and vnitie; ſhould delre and wiſh your wozlhips fo ſet the ſame 
befoze your eres. 
. wozidly matters, baue their hawzes, times and 
re is a time of diffidence: thereafter map 
— e a ſeaſon of conſidence. That all men toge⸗ 
ther ought to truſt vnto, and to looke to the ſecurity of munen 
and bis ſutteſſozs. dd: is 0 
; Secondly, there neuer gina Country, ſo great wang 
tumults oz diſco2de, either publiquely op perticularly, hut it was 
laſtly ended and lapde downe,mo}e with entreaties and conditi⸗ 
ons, then with fozce of Armes. Foz warre is of ſuch vnbappie 
fruittulnes, that it bꝛingety out, a beard to nen foote to N 
other. 

T hirdly,that itneuer went well a molpered withanyPoinee; 
eſtate oꝛ Common wealth, which refuſed oz denyed a laudable 
p2offer of enfreaty of peace Touching which, wer had rather 
haue the exampits ot᷑ our time, and remembzance ther t- to pate 
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hope vou will reſpect the time and ſeaſon, and hows the lane ig 
put to the arbitriment of pour Moꝛſhips and ot other pet ſons, te 
fay, with bis Bighnes ſpꝛong ont of the houſe of Auſtsia, whoſe 
vpꝛigbt dealing, vnderſtanding, vertue and honoay, well beſee⸗ 
meth ſuch a Pzinee; Whereby only may be bndocſtwy] that ſea» 
uen oꝛ eigbt one after another of the ſame houſe haue come to ber 
Emperours, not by ſucceſſion, which is ginen al well to eaill as 
good Pꝛinces: but by the voyces and free election of the Sleao2s, 
and Common-eſtates of the Empire, commoniy grounded on 
pzincely vertue and tonſtancp, in 0 b, in that is 
elected.” 

* Like as not long agoe,appeared in the perſon of Maxigiſian 
the ſecond, Father to his Yighnes, who fog his moderation and 
goodnes, might haue been accounted foz a ſpetiall ſeleued inſtru⸗ 
ment ol the Common wealth, foʒ reſouning of diſtoꝛds and con- 
troner ies ot religion. to hold vp in batlanee; aud to lay downe: 
ww. as the liksof him path erdeens in spam likelie fo 


we do hold aſſuredly the ſame to be wzitten withon — 
Me pꝛap therfozo and earneſtip requeſt vou: that pour * 
hippe will duelp ponder the contenty of the ume, with ſa(b/ an: 
— — —— the looner 
the better, haue tauſe to tonteaue ſome god hope ot᷑ the ir long de⸗ 
firedpeate;Which they looke to hane thꝛough pourWwozthips wil⸗ 
dome and pꝛouidence. With humble petition;thatifpour' UW oz-: 
ſhips rep2e-ſenting.this honourable aſſemblp, di any ont in per» 
ticaler, ſhould finde himſelfe-agreeved;with anp. ditficulty in any 
woꝛdes, points 03 vnderſtanding of the aldi ſaid wiiting df!bys 
Highnes: we are ready at all times to explane the ſame if wee 
may ſtand you in any ſteede. 

Allo we hope that our interpꝛeting thereof,ſhall bee to your 
Moꝛſhips contentment. Which in effect is cotayned in the foꝛte 
of the clauſes of the ſaid lettst of Cr dent, and ſtandeth vpon our 
perſons. Friendly pꝛaping you to accept thereof in good part. 

And 
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ner paſſed from his 
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